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Dear Friends,

The 58th Legislature convened Jan. 13 amid grim
predictions that the scheduled 105-day session would
be among the most difficult in state history.  Topping
the agenda are the challenges of revitalizing a faltering
state economy and closing a record $2.4 billion budget
deficit.

In addition to balancing the budget without tax
increases, House Republicans believe the key to
putting Washington back on the road to economic
recovery is changing the state’s hostile business
climate to one that attracts new companies, encour-
ages business growth and gets people back to work.
An important element in achieving that goal is to
reduce the burdensome bureaucracy, red tape and
regulations that strangle economic vitality.

Throughout the process, it’s going to take disci-
plined budget-writing, leadership and political courage
to forge policies that will stabilize and energize the
economy, strengthen the business climate and create
the new jobs we need.

Transportation, health care, education, and restor-
ing public trust in government are other issues that will
have a prominent role in the months ahead.

If you have questions or concerns about the issues
we are dealing with this session, please call or write a
letter.  My office has been moved to what’s known as
Modular 1, but my phone number and E-mail address
are unchanged.  I am always glad to hear from you.

Sincerely,

Jim Buck
State Representative

Committees:
Appropriations
Higher Education
Fisheries, Ecology and

Parks

 ■ Balancing the budget
When the Legislature convened last month,

lawmakers were confronted with the challenge
of closing a $2.4 billion budget shortfall – a record
deficit, and the overriding issue of the 2003
session.

We warned last year that one-time grabs to
balance the budget would set taxpayers up for
cuts in services, tax hikes, or both.  Budget gim-
micks like the ill-conceived scheme to tap into the
state’s tobacco settlement only pushed the deficit
into the future, and now the bill has come due.

In his State of the State address Jan. 14, Gov.
Locke sounded a theme of “sacrifice, discipline
and restraint.”  Government that lives within its
means is an encouraging starting point, and
Locke’s approach to addressing the state’s finan-
cial crisis blends well with the goals of the House
Republican Caucus.  Without question, there are
tough and painful decisions ahead, but with
disciplined budgeting, political courage and
effective leadership, we can forge a responsible,
sustainable budget without a tax increase and
put the state back on the road to recovery,
economic strength and stability.

Coupled with a mounting deficit, unemploy-
ment in Washington has edged up to 6.8 percent,
a reflection of a worsening economic crisis.  Even
more painful, forecasters don’t expect the
economy to improve before 2005.

“We contend that for a nation to try to tax
itself into prosperity is like a man standing
in a bucket and trying to lift himself up by
the handle.”

–  Winston Churchill –
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Encouraging business
growth and creating
new jobs

A key to revitalizing our strug-
gling economy is reshaping the
state’s hostile business climate to
make Washington appealing to new-
business development.  The essential
first step toward that goal is to
reduce the government bureaucracy,
red tape and excessive regulations
that strangle economic growth and
new job opportunities.  We cannot
afford to lose opportunities to attract
new companies and jobs to the state,
but Washington’s burdensome

“Five Reforms
That Make Cents”

In the second week of the
session, the House Republican
Caucus unveiled an innovative and
resourceful transportation package
that would directly tie the passage of
five reform bills to a 5-cent gas
increase in gas and diesel tax.

The “Five For Five” proposal
would trigger a one-cent increase in
the gas tax for each accountability
measure that is implemented.  If any
of the five measures fails to win
legislative approval or is vetoed by
the governor, the result would be
one less penny in the gas tax in-
crease.  This approach is 180 degrees
different from Referendum 51, which
was rejected at the polls because
voters don’t trust government to
spend tax dollars effectively and
efficiently.

Our proposal, which would raise
about $2.5 billion in bonds for roads
and highways, includes substantial
reforms and accountability measures
unlike those the Legislature has

offered before – reforms that citizens
are demanding to ensure that
transportation dollars are spent
wisely and efficiently.

The “Five For Five” package
would:

Streamline the permitting
process for transportation
projects. =

Allow the state to contract
out some design and
engineering work to private
companies. =

Apply the state-set prevailing-
wage law only to projects
over $250,000 and in areas
with populations of 75,000
or more. =

Authorize private-sector
operation of passenger-only
ferries. =

Require performance
audits of the Department of
Transportation. =

 ■ Transportation

The House Republican proposal
also would eliminate the citizen
Transportation Commission and
shift the decision-making authority
to the bipartisan Legislative Transpor-
tation Committee.  This is a common-
sense move that would strengthen
the Legislature’s oversight of trans-
portation and ensure greater
accountability.

We hope our Democrat col-
leagues and the governor will join
with us in a serious commitment to
improve efficiency and accountabil-
ity, and to build back the people’s
trust.  The citizens of Washington
want — and deserve — leadership
and results from this Legislature.

regulatory bureaucracy actually
discourages companies from start-
ing, growing and providing the new
jobs we need.

Bringing jobs and prosperity to
Washington families is our number-
one priority for the next two years.
Since 1999, Washington has lost
160,000 jobs – almost the popula-
tion of Vancouver.  This session,
Republicans will propose a series of
reforms to promote economic
growth and create jobs.  Our goal is
to get back to where we were by
creating 160,000 new private-
sector jobs in the next three years.

With Democrats in the majority
in the House and a Republican
majority in the Senate, the two
chambers must find common
ground on the budget – a sobering
reality in what will certainly be a
tough session.  As daunting as the
challenges ahead of us may be, the
2003 session also presents historic
opportunities for bipartisan collabo-
ration and statesmanship to close
the deficit, revitalize the economy,
rebuild public trust and mend the
relationship between government
and the people it serves.

▲
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Rep. Buck, who returns this year to a seat on the
budget-writing Appropriations Committee, confers
with a colleague on the House floor.  Buck took the

oath of office Jan. 13 to begin his fifth term
representing the 24th District.

 ■ Transportation - cont’d

Clallam, Jefferson and Grays Harbor counties receive
significant investments of state transportation dollars

compared to revenues collected.

2004-2013

• Clallam:
43 percent more than generated

• Jefferson:
100 percent more than generated

• Grays Harbor:
197 percent more than generated

1990-1999

Transportation
Revenue
Collected

Revenue
Distributed
and Spent Difference

Clallam County $118.8 million $175 million +$56.2 million

Jefferson County $66.5 million $112.7 million +$46.2 million

Grays Harbor $122.7 million $169 million +$46.3 million
County

Twenty-fourth District residents
continue to receive a good return
on gas tax and other transporta-
tion revenues generated in Penin-
sula and coastal communities.
Funds distributed to counties in
the district will continue to exceed
revenues generated here,  accord-
ing to WSDOT estimates for 2004-
2013.

For the first time since 1928, lawmakers are not

meeting in the ornate House and Senate chambers in

the Legislative Building.  During a massive two-year

renovation of the historic Capitol, House chambers

and offices have been shoe-horned into temporary

modular quarters.  The Senate is working in a make-

shift chamber in what used to be the state library

building.  In addition to repairing damage to the

Capitol caused by the 2001 earthquake, workmen

are upgrading the building’s electrical and telecom-

munications wiring, plumbing and heating.  As a

result, we will not be able to convene in our normal

chambers until 2005.

Frequently asked
questions

How much is the state gas tax?
23 cents per gallon for both
gasoline and diesel.

Where does Washington’s
23-cent gas tax rank among
the 50 states?
23rd of 50 states.

How much revenue does
1 cent of gas tax raise?
$32.1 million per year.

How much of the gas tax goes
to transportation?
Since 1944, the gas tax has been
the only revenue source in
Washington state constitutionally
dedicated solely to transporta-
tion. (18th Amendment)

How much of the state gas tax
do counties receive back?
Counties receive 10 percent of
the state’s 23-cent gas tax.
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 ■ 2003 legislative calendar
Monday, Jan. 13 – First day of session

Wednesday, March 5 – Deadline for bills to be passed
out of House committees

Monday, March 10 – Deadline for bills to clear House
fiscal committees

Wednesday, March 19 – Deadline for House passage of
bills originating in the House

Friday, April 4 – Deadline for passage of Senate bills by
House committees

Monday, April 7 – Deadline to pass Senate bills out of
House fiscal committees

Friday, April 18 – Deadline to pass all bills out of both
the House and Senate ( 5 p.m.)

Sunday, April 27 – Session adjourns (sine die)

If you belong to a civic group, fraternal organiza-
tion or community-service club, and would like a
guest speaker at an upcoming meeting or event, I
would be pleased and honored to attend your
function and report on issues and developments in
the current session.  Or if you prefer, I can tailor my
remarks to address a particular area of interest or
concern to your membership.

I have also prepared Power Point presentations
on Salmon Recovery in Washington, the historic
background of U.S. treaties with Indian tribes, and
the Forest and Fish timber agreement.

Please contact my office to arrange a mutually
convenient date.

Need a guest speaker?


